Changes in the climate system are evident and are projected to continue over the next century. This will worsen the existing environmental problems of numerous countries, particularly the Least Developed Countries as they lack the capacity to protect their cities, and, the impacts of climatic variability are expected to impose a disproportionately high risk on poorer groups. Urban adaptation to climate change has been relatively underexamined, with clear gaps in research into urban vulnerability. Mainstream, top-down adaptation approaches are being questioned, as they have failed to reduce vulnerability, especially of the most vulnerable members of society. The importance of addressing micro-level adaptive capacity of low-income urban settlers has become apparent, as they face the greatest challenges to adapt and are also the most exposed. The overall research objective is to understand adaptation processes of low-income urban populations to one climate-related risk (i.e. flooding), as well as to enhance and develop new knowledge about ways in which the adaptation to climate change amongst these populations can be better tackled at different levels -by households and communitiesand also to identify how the relevant agencies and organizations can effectively contribute to the adaptation process. Hence the research spans the range from bottom-up to top-down, and attempts to understand bottom-up behaviours in order to improve the way in which top-down interventions can be made more effective.
